UMass Hillel
Create a Jewish Legacy Case Statement

History and current situation:

UMass Amherst Hillel House stands at the center of Jewish life on campus. In this warm and lively environment Jewish students of all backgrounds – religious and secular – feel safe, at home and included. Whether students are interested in social events, community service, religious services, or the arts, or whether they are Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, or secular Jews - Hillel has programs to serve them. Recognized internationally as a leader in creative campus programming, UMass Hillel is the only campus Hillel in the world to win the William Haber Award for outstanding programming six times.  Student groups engage in community service, helping those in need; learn from speakers; share Shabbat and holidays; and work together to build a supportive community for Jewish life on campus. UMass Hillel strives to make the university campus more intimate for the 2,500 Jewish students at UMass.
Vision for the future:

UMass Hillel provides an environment that fosters and strengthens students’ Jewish identities. Our goal is to create a commitment to Jewish life that will continue beyond students’ years on the campus.  It is a place that provides a safe haven for students and gives them an opportunity to grow into Judaism, to explore their faith, and/or learn more about their cultural heritage.  
We want to support not only those Jewish students who come to campus with a strong Jewish identity, but also those who do not.  Our mission also includes actively reaching out to students who do not yet have a strong Jewish commitment and helping them build a commitment to their identity and their people.  

UMass Hillel also provides opportunities for leadership development and is a training ground for the future leaders of Jewish communities.  We play a key role in creating the foundation for Jewish leadership and a strong Jewish community in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Further, the experience for students at Hillel often inspires them on a lifelong path of social activism and community service.  The college years are a crucial formative time in the lives of young people.  Hillel plays an important role in their experiences in college, and its influence shapes their personal, professional and community lives.

Direct financial support from International Hillel to local chapters has been decreasing and is expected to continue to decrease.  International Hillel has clearly indicated that it wants to empower local Hillel’s to take on a greater share of their own fundraising.  Further, because UMass Hillel is an organization with a religious component, it can not receive any budgeted funding from the University.  For these reasons, support from private sources is essential for UMass Hillel.

