Temple Beth El

Create a Jewish Legacy Program

The Case Statement

In 1912 a small group of forward thinking Jews met in the summer to organize the first conservative synagogue in Western Massachusetts, and arranged for High Holiday services in the Fall. Early the next year Temple Beth El was formally organized with Henry Lasker as the President and Samuel Price as Rabbi and Cantor. Services were held in the Odd Fellows Hall on Pynchon Street. In 1918 a new Temple building was purchased and renovated at 150 Fort Pleasant Avenue to serve the growing congregation. It was dedicated in December of 1913. The congregation continued to grow and a new facility was needed. A ground-breaking ceremony for the new Temple Beth El was held in June 1952, followed in September with the laying of the cornerstone at the current location on Dickinson Street. The new Temple Beth El, serving not only as a sanctuary, but also for social activities and education, was dedicated on August 16, 1953.


On the night of October 15-16 1965, a fire destroyed Temple Beth El, leaving only the classroom part of the building. Immediately, plans to rebuild the Temple were formulated. For the next few years, the Jewish Community Center was temporarily used for conducting services, with the High Holiday Services being held at the Springfield Municipal Auditorium. On May 12, 1968 the new Temple Beth El was rededicated.


In the 1970’s, Temple Beth El continued to add new services including adult education, social awareness seminars, as well as other religious and social programs. Beginning in the 1990’s and continuing today, Temple Beth El offers a wide variety of services, projects, programs, and special events for the Jewish Community in Springfield.




“…we must prepare for the generation to follow.”

Two thousand years ago, an old man was asked why he was planting a tree, as he would never be able to enjoy its fruit. The old man understood that he had thrived because others had been forward-thinking before him, and so he responded, “Just as my ancestors planted before me, we must prepare for the generations to follow.”



               Just as my ancestors planted before me…”


We have all gained much from our beloved Temple Beth El and we want to insure that future generations will be supported in their faith, comforted in their struggle, and helped in every celebration of their Jewish lives. Each generation is responsible for shaping its connection to and interpretation of Jewish tradition. Temple Beth El strives to be a hub and catalyst for helping its members create a meaningful Jewish community, as well as a vibrant and vital Jewish future.


Temple Beth El has challenges just like any other organization today. The leadership has extensively reviewed numerous aspects of congregational life including its current array of programs & services. They have also evaluated its current staff and the present facility. Through this review we have identified the following areas of concern for now and in the future:

· Keep membership dues affordable

· Expand programs directed towards “the family”

· Offer expanded programs to our youth 

· Provide vitality and financial stability for future generations.

· Maintain and improve our magnificent facility

· Continue to support social action programs locally and in Israel


In order to position itself for future generations, Temple Beth El is embarking on a legacy initiative to secure needed financial resources. This comprehensive project will seek support for the congregation’s current programmatic and staffing needs beyond which current dues and voluntary contribution can sustain. It will also seek capital support to renew, refurbish and reconfigure its current facilities to support and house anticipated programs.
Finally, it will seek to create a lasting and meaningful endowment fund which will help the congregation meet any unexpected challenges and changing demographics in the coming years.

