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Book of Life

“...as my ancestors planted for me before I was born, so do I

plant for those who will come after me.” Talmud Ta’anit 23a

Q and A: A Guide to Writing your Family Legacy Statement

How long should my statement be? 

Your statement can be up to 300 words long; however, concentrate more on the meaning than on the number of words. Write as much as you can think of; then pare down your words, editing the long story to a shorter version. 

What should I write about?

Your statement could include information about your history, family, goals, and/or personal philosophy -- ideas you wish to leave for future generations. 

Are there any specific questions that I must address? 

No. However, you may want to use the following list of questions to assist you in your writing. Keep in mind that you do not need to answer all of these questions; they are simply suggestions, which will hopefully inspire you to write a meaningful message for future generations to read about you, your family, and what was truly important to you. Through your reflections others will learn. It might be best to focus on one or two of the following:

 How would you like to be remembered?

 What is your motivation for signing the Book of Life?

 What are your wishes for the future of your family?

 What are your hopes for the Jewish community of the future?

 What are some significant events in your life that have shaped you?

 Are there any special achievements that have been made by you and/or your

family that you would like to be remembered?

 When did your family arrive in the U.S. and from where?

 What are the names of your parents and grandparents?

