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ENDOWMENT BOOK OF LIFE
FAMILY HISTORY / PERSONAL STATEMENT

Under your signature in the Endowment Book of Life there is space for a statement about yourself, your family or philosophy that you wish to leave for future generations. In addition to this paragraph, which will be entered for posterity into the Endowment Book of Life, you may write a page or two, more if you wish, which will be kept permanently on file as a record of our generation.

Volunteers from the Jewish Endowment Foundation of Western Massachusetts are available to help you organize your thoughts and put them down on paper.

How to Proceed

Here are some suggestions to help you write your personal statement:

1. Don’t try to compose just the right number of words for the page; that limited space can be intimidating. Take a separate sheet of paper and let your thoughts flow. You can then edit the long story down to a short one.
2. There is no required formula or outline for the type of material you may want to include in your entry. The following guidelines may help get you started. Feel free to be creative!

• When did your family arrive in the U.S., and from where?

• The names of your parents and grandparents.

• Famous ancestors.

• Your family’s special achievements.

• Your wishes for the future of your family.

• When and why did you come to the Greater Springfield area/Western Massachusetts?

• Significant events in your life.

• How would you like to be remembered?

• Your motivation for signing the Endowment Book of Life.

• Your hopes for the Jewish community of the future.

• Your predictions about the Western Massachusetts Jewish Community 50 years from now.

• Anything else you wish to include.
3. For assistance, please contact the Jewish Endowment Foundation at 413-732-9994.
