Jewish Community of Amherst

Create a Jewish Legacy Plan

L’dor V’dor campaign

Case Statement: Why the JCA Needs an Endowment Now

The best time to plant a tree is ten years ago. The second best time is now. We of the Jewish Community of Amherst have the opportunity to build now on our current strength and stability and “plant a tree” to ensure a fiscally sound Jewish future in Amherst.   


It is a miracle that we as a Jewish people have survived for so many thousands of years. We are living in a time where the Jewish people have relative wealth compared to most times throughout history.  Now is our time to help ensure Jewish vitality for future generations.  The JCA founders got us started in the early 1960’s. The Kehila effort created wonderful physical space to celebrate our Jewish community life. Now the creation of a financial endowment will enable us to go beyond a physical synagogue. 

We envision a JCA that has the resources to be an ever increasingly vital, creative force for Jewish intellectual and spiritual life; sparking tikkun olam in our region; supporting more social and cultural activities  and creating engaging programs for youth and adults, The L’dor V’dor campaign is a way for us to build fiscal stability and continuity for the future of the JCA while celebrating the spiritual and religious wealth of our community.

Our ultimate aim is a multi-million endowment along with a stable dues structure and creative community fundraising to secure fiscal strength for the future of the JCA’s mission. For 2008-2009, we will begin the JCA’s endowment fund by soliciting gifts and 2-5 year pledges with a goal of $1 Million.  At the same time, community members may join  a JCA Legacy Circle by making legacy gifts.  Our goal is to engage our members to include the JCA in their wills or estate plans.  The JCA Legacy Circle will provide an opportunity for JCA members to pass on what they value in Jewish life and support the community of future Jewish generations.

